
 
 
As rain streamed from the sky, the fellows, eager to learn more about Infectious Diseases, poured 
into the doors of Schloss Arenberg. All of the participants gathered at the Schloss in Salzburg to take 
part in first of a three-part seminar series on Oncology.  The team of faculty members had mix of 
experience levels with the Salzburg Medical Seminars, with Course Director Dr. Thomas J. Fahey Jr., 
MD visiting for only the 26th time, Dr. Zivanovic taking part for the first time, and the rest of the 
faculty having each already attended a couple times. Many fellows, conversely, were here for the 
first time, and so the wisdom of the returning faculty members coupled with the excitement of the 
new fellows created the perfect dynamic to accomplish a well-rounded seminar focusing on 
oncology.  
 
The faculty presented a wide array of lecture topics focusing on identifying and combating various 
carcinomas.  The lecture topics ranged from surgical management of uterine malignant carcinomas 
to the latest techniques, including targeted therapy of the human epidermal growth factor receptor 
2 (HER-2), often overexpressed in breast cancers.  Indeed, the lecture topics provided a 
comprehensive overview and depth of important topics in the field of breast and gynecological 
cancers.  During coffee, lunch, and dinner breaks the fellows eagerly asked the faculty further 
questions about the lectures clearly excited to have the opportunity to interact with world renowned 
infectious disease experts.  The lectures combined with plenty of opportunities to ask questions 
allowed the fellows to learn a vast amount during the week, which was evidenced in their pre- to 
post-test score improvement of roughly 25%. 
 
After the day’s lectures were finished the seminar participants enjoyed the city and sights despite the 
week’s cold, rainy weather. The faculty and fellows capitalized on the opportunity Wednesday 
afternoon to explore a Salzburg, some via breweries, others to the classic sound of music tour, while 
a few more adventurous once explored the town of St. Wolfgang and Wolfgangsee.  In the evening, 
the faculty enjoyed a private dinner at Prosecco.  Additionally, taking great care that the fellows did 
not reach overload before Friday, the Schloss held its usual in-house classical performance, treating 
the participants to music of Mozart and many of his contemporaries.  My mid-week the seminar 
participants had become a close knit group, and on Friday were seemingly old friends.  Naturally this 
made Friday’s graduation dinner bittersweet as many had to say their goodbyes, but ahead of them 
all was the task of applying and spreading their newfound knowledge but also the hope of improved 
care in respective countries. 
 
 
 

  
 

 

SALZBURG Weill Cornell/Memorial Sloan Kettering Seminar 
Oncology A; Breast and Gynecologic Cancers 

1 - 7 May,  2016 

• 31 Fellows from 24 Countries and Regions 
• 24 Lectures on Diagnosis, Treatment, and Management of Breast and Gyn. 

Carcinomas 
• 5 Lectures delivered via skype 

 



 
Group Faculty Photo, (L-R):  Thomas Fahez Jr., MD (Course Director); Oliver Zivanovic, MD; Teresa 
Gilewski, MD; Hiram S. Cody III, MD, FACS 
 

 
Group Photo of Fellows and Faculty 
 



SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW 
 

Diary of Anna Harun, MD 
Minsk City Clinical Oncological Dispensary, Belarus 

01.05-07.05.2016 
 

1 May, Sunday evening. Full of impressions I came to Salzburg. It was my first visit to this beautiful 
town. I found Schloss Arenberg very nice. After welcome reception we enjoyed very tasty dinner and 
were introduced to each other. The atmosphere in Schloss Arenberg was friendly and calm. Good 
impression left by the welcoming speech of the Dr. Wolfgang K. Aulitzky. I could not sleep for a long 
time from the excess of impressions. 

2 May, Monday. I woke up early by the singing of birds. After breakfast the seminar started. We gave 
short information about ourselves. Director of the course Dr. Thomas J. Fahey introduced the aim 
and goals of whole seminar. Pre-seminar test was very difficult for me because the main issues were 
on chemotherapy, but I'm a doctor radiologist. The first lection of Dr. Oliver Zivanovic was dedicated 
to Management of Uterine Malignancies, after break we listened about Cervical and Ovarian Cancers. 
Lections were important to me because enriched me with new knowledge and gave more theoretical 
information. Now I can say about my first opinion about the seminar: the feed rate and the quality of 
the material presented is very high 

After lunch I learned a lot about the prospects of surgical treatment of Recurrent Ovarian Cancer and 
introduced my case report “Contrast Enhanced Spectral Mammography in diagnosis of breast 
cancer”. I spoke first and was very worried, but friendly and kind position of Dr. Thomas J. Fahey 
gave me confidence I am grateful to colleagues for their interest in my speech because my case 
relates to new method of mammography rather than to chemotherapy. Thank you all for the warm 
welcome! 

Group photo was postponed because it was raining. 

After our study I and my new friends from Russia, Ukraine and Azerbaijan had promenade in 
historical center of Salzburg. The day ended with a delicious dinner and pleasant conversation with 
new friends. 

3 May, Tuesday. Schedule the old, good mood, cheerful state. 

The last lectures Dr. Oliver Zivanovic about Ovarian Cancer complemented the previous. 

The lectures of Dr. Theresa A. Gilewski about Hormonal and Chemotherapy/ HER2 Targeted Therapy 
of Breast Cancer was very interesting. I noted the depth of material selection on these topics. 

After lunch we learned on-line a lot about Medical Perspective and First-Line Therapy in 
Management of Cervical and Ovarian Cancer. I realized that my English needs to be improved!  

This difficult day ended with a delicious dinner and pleasant conversation with colleagues. 

4 May, Wednesday. This day was very helpful for me. Lecture Dr. Hiram S. Cody enriched me with 
new aspects in the surgical treatment of breast cancer. This will help me in the interpretation of pre- 
and postoperative breast images. And now I want to say about my second opinion: 120 minutes of 



lectures is interactive and exciting way to teach and we do not get tired of the large amount of 
information in connection with the high level of professionalism of faculty.  

Wonderful! We had free time in the afternoon. I walked around the city and studied the historical 
sights. 

5 May, Thursday. A very intense and interesting day. Almost all the time devoted to the presentation 
of cases from practice. I especially liked the case report of Pr. Fernendo Mainero from Mexico and Dr. 
Elena Napolskaia from Russian Federatiion. 

Before coffee break we made photos with Faculty. 

Good end of an exciting day this is an invitation to a concert of chamber music in Schloss Arenberg. 
An unforgettable experience!  

6 May, Friday. The last lecture of Dr. Theresa A. Gilewski about Humanistic Aspects of Medicine with 
funny video material will help me in my work with patients why have medical education.     

Post-Seminar Test was less difficult than pre-seminar test because all questions have been fully 
worked out and is available in the lectures.  

At Graduation Dinner despite the solemnity and awards it was a little bit sad. For this short period we 
have become attached to each other. Dr. Wolfgang K. Aulitzky has told his final speech. 

 Tomorrow is departure. Come back to our families, work and daily problems. I feel that I have gained 
new knowledge and experience that will help in my work. 

Thanks to Faculty and Administration of Schloss Arenberg for this wonderful week. 

Anna Harun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW 

Diary of Irina Muryzina, MD, PhD 
Kharkov National Medical University, Kharkov, Ukraine 

01.05-07.05.2016 

1 May, Sunday evening. Salzburg met us with sheets of rain… Russian people have some kind of 
superstition that efforts under the rain will be successful and prolific… I made sure that this rule 
really worked as soon as I had stepped into Schloss Arenberg! We were kindly invited to the welcome 
party by Mr Wolfgang Aulitzky and course Director Thomas J. Fahey and we got warm immediately 
while wineglasses tinkling and burst of laughing sparked out due to funny jokes of our Faculties. 
Filled with tasty food and joy we went to bed. Next five days strongly portended enormous brain 
gain, sharing experience and making new friends…  

2 May, Monday. So the first day came with rain as a harbinger of thrilling event. And like in 
Hollywood fairytale our Course Director got hold of our minds and took them long years ago when 
the first bricks of MSKCC were put as a basement for global fight against Cancer. Faces of great 
scientists, surgeons, generous donators looked at us from old photos and regained their power over 
human minds taking ours in the wake of their movement towards the eliciting the explanation of 
cancer entity and its vulnerable points… Pre-seminar test… You never knows how the things may turn 
out – the questions which you had believed was very easy for you, now appeared to be quite 
controversial but with one answer, and I should have confessed that answer wasn’t obvious for me 
yet… But it’s beginning, in the end everything should become clear – I handed to Elisabeth my paper 
with that thought. And Oliver Zivanovic proved very soon that that thought would become true! Even 
in spite of huge amount of information these crucial pieces of knowledge were engraved in the 
memory at proper place filling black holes, which we had failed to notice before. As experienced 
lector he caught the signs of overdose with information in our eyes and immediately brought relief 
by his jokes and probes to the historical events. Recreation worked and our minds were craving again 
for new facts and results of last trials… Later that day when I was watching at numerous swan and 
goose families with fluffy ducklings following their parents in the local lake, I perceived how 
important these data for our patients – many of them may be cured or attain sustained remission, 
other would be able to retain their reproductive function and in future give birth to their “duckling”…  

Group photo with Faculty… we failed to do it today, why? Because of the rain, of course! 
Really seeds were put in the ground under the best condition!  

First fellows’ presentations… very interesting cases… hmm, that will be useful… they look 
very confident, they don’t worry at all, do they? This idea of AAF Committees to give us such 
opportunity to present case was very beneficial, because when you changed the role and looked at 
the audience from the other side of the hall, everything became different. It isn’t easy, but very 
exciting… and Faculties are so supportive!   

Tour around Salzburg refreshed our minds in full measure and we were ready to the next 
brainstorm tomorrow! 



3 May, Tuesday. Wake up (6 o’clock in the morning!), rain, breakfast, coffee… Oliver Zivanovic, 
everything is clear… oops! I found next mistake in my test! It’s strange! But two years ago my answer 
would have been regarded as irrefutable! Again my mistake… Uuhhh, how many of them I had done! 
It’s awful!  

Lunch… 

The lectures of Dr. Jason A. Connor were first in Salzburg seminars history by Skype! The connection 
was immaculate, information he presented was extremely important, but I started getting worried 
whether my memory would fit to adopt such huge amount of knowledge about chemo and hormone 
treatment of female malignancy… Oops, his cat interrupted his speech by frolicking and tapping to 
the microphone… Burst of laughing… Yes, I would be able to keep in memory every piece of precious 
information! If I fail, CD with whole course lectures will hope me, I’m sure. 

4 May, Wednesday. Teresa Gilewski and hormone therapy for breast cancer… I admire her manner 
to read lecture like narrator on Discovery Channel: breathtaking but clear, facts immediately sticks to 
the memory… forever, I hope… Hiram S. Cody and modern approaches to management of patients 
with newly diagnosed Breast Cancer… I’m gynaecologist and don’t deal with treatment of Breast 
Cancer patients, but what he is talking about makes me follow in the wake of the drift of his mind 
that sometimes I start catching myself at the philistine thought that everybody would be able to treat 
these patients after his lecture… Hahaha, the most difficult and sophisticated job being done with 
experienced hands seems to be very easy. 

After lunch we were supposed to hang around Salzburg… rain… anyway, Salzburg is worth walking 
around in the rain! 

5 May, Thursday. Whole day was devoted to fellow presentations. Such variegated and useful 
experience! Faculties’ prolific comments turned into impetus for brisk audience discussion of each 
case involving almost everybody.  

Coffee break… Suddenly sun broke through overcast sky arresting rain for several minutes… Elisabeth 
counted us in order to lost nobody and… Yes, eventually after so many futile attempts we’ve done it 
– our group photo! 

Next block of fellow presentations – they didn’t drive me to fall asleep because they were really 
exciting! 

Lunch and then pivotal event came – presentation of the movie “the Doctors as the Patients” by 
Teresa Gilewski about MSK colleagues had found themselves in cancer clenches. I felt like starting 
crying, desperately fought with tears on my eyes. After that we had long talks how we should teach 
ourselves to be really supportive for our patients, how to deliver to them and their relatives bad 
news but not leaving them alone in the lurch, trying to relieve physical pain and spiritual wounds as 
much as we were able and even beyond our strength.   

Last block of fellow presentations, fast walk around Salzburg, and – Sounds of Music! Mozart, of 
cause, Strauss, Dvorak! Then friendly party with glasses of wine! It seemed to be such Austrian 
savour! Thanks to AAF! Farewell, Oliver! We will miss you! 



6 May, Friday. The last lectures, but we didn’t feel exhausted, furthermore I couldn’t even imagine 
how to live without them in future! My mind is craving for continuation! I’m afraid that syndrome of 
abstention will torture me very soon. 

At Graduation Dinner despite the solemnity and awards it was a little bit sad. For this short period we 
have become attached to each other. Wolfgang Aulitzky has told his final speech, we made photos 
with Faculty. 

Tomorrow is departure. Come back to our families, work and daily problems. 

Thanks to Faculty and Administration of Schloss Arenberg for this wonderful week, reminiscences 
about that will keep us in the right way in our job. 

Irina Muryzina 

 

 



 

 

 

 


